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any event which has happened, such agreement might
have been enforced against your petitioners in the courts
of law and equity in India, and in this country, to which
your petitioners are amenable.
That after the great length of time (now nearly half a
century) which has elapsed since the transactions in ques-
tion took place, it is impracticable for your petitioners
fully to investigate or ascertain the truth of the case.
That your petitioners humbly submit, that in a case
like the present, in which your lordships are called upon
not to enforce, but to create a right, it is incumbent on
the promoter of the bill not only to prove a case for
charging your petitioners, which they humbly submit he
has not done, but to prove a case free even from suspi-
cion, and also to explain and justify the unprecedented
delay, by which alone your petitioners feel themselves
greatly aggrieved.
Your petitioners, therefore, most humbly pray your
lordships that they may be heard by their counsel
against so much of the said bill as affects their
rights and interests, and that the said bill may not
be read a third time in your right honourable house;
and that your petitioners may have such relief in
the premises, as to the justice and wisdom of this
right honourable house shall seem meet.
And your petitioners, as in duly bound, will
ever pray, &c.
May, 1832.
The bill, it will be remembered, passed, and the people
of India had to pay the representatives of Mr. Hodges.
The nature of the claim of Mr. Hutchinson on the
Hajah of Travancore is shewn in the following papers:
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